July 2021 Newsletter
Here's what you will find in this issue:

Worship Series Information and Links
Calendar Link and office hours update
Upcoming Events, including a note from the council president
Pastor Alison's Note
Pastor Alison's Youth News
May Kudos
Birthdays/Anniversaries
Prayers information
Online Giving Link

July 4
Gettysburg National Military Park
Joshua 4:19-24
July 11

Saguaro National Park
Matthew 25:34-40

July 18
Acadia National Park
Genesis 1:3-5
July 25
Voyageurs National Park
Luke 6:13

Sunday Morning Worship
June 27, 2021 at 10 a.m.
Bryce Canyon National Park
Acts 2:2-12
Dorothy Mathis Preaching "Embody Peace"
Volunteers for In Person Worship
Communion Prep: Angela J
Communion Server: Larry and Nancy S, Maddie M, Angela J
Greeter: Norm and Fran H
Fellowship: Karen R and Pat F
Usher: Shanon B
Communion Meditation: Georgene R
Worship Volunteer Schedule

Worship services will continue to be live streamed on Sunday mornings at
10 a.m. You can either use the Facebook Link or the YouTube Link to see
the live feed, or even worship a little later if you need to. Use the buttons
below to choose which link fits your needs best.
Facebook Link

YouTube Link

2021 Calendar Link

Google Calendar

Office Updates
Pastor Alison and Melissa will both be out of the office from
June 28-July 5.

Pastor Alison will be on a Youth Mission Trip.
Melissa will be at Junior Camp 1 at the CCC.
She will be checking email regularly.
Offices will be closed on Monday, July 5th

Storytelling Workshop
"Stories are the communal currency of humanity."
--Tahir Shah, in Arabian Nights
What do you want your children and grandchildren to
know about you? About their family? About the world as
you have experienced it?
How can we take part in Pastor Owen’s storytelling journey
and give back something of ourselves to his sabbatical
journey?
On July 17th from 9 a.m. until noon, Ankeny
Christian Church will host a Storytelling
Workshop led by Sue Woods, storyteller and
minister. When you attend you will:
Uncover some secrets of good storytelling
Learn tips for drafting your own story
Discover what NOT to do when telling a story
Select and begin to draft a personal story
Participate in supporting Pastor Owen’s storytelling
Everyone has a story to tell that only they can give to the
world. What’s yours?
Please sign up using the link below. Refreshments will be
provided.
Sign up here to attend

We Need Your Help !
Our upcoming All Church Mission Project for August is theAnkeny Christian

Church’s GREAT GIVEWAY. We need all kinds of help to make it a successful
event. Below is a listing of all the task forces and assignments that we need filled with
volunteers. These Assignments will be posted in the Fellowship Hall and by calling
Larry Squier, 515 556-1721. If you see a job you can do either put your name on the
sign up poster in the Fellowship Hall or call Larry Squier and he will put you down.
When you sign up to work we would like you to work a 2-hour shift. The hours will be:
8:30-10:30, 10:30-12:30 and 12:30-2:30. Here are the current assignment/task
forces:
Set Up Tent (Aug. 13): 4 spaces need filled
Early Morning Set up (7:00 a.m.): 8 spaces need filled
Church Building Monitors: 4 spaces need filled
Attendants at each site
Children's clothes
Adult clothes
Electronics
Household items
Tools
Toys
Miscellaneous
Outdoor Sports
Furniture
Food
Baking Bars & cookies (3 doz.): 6 spaces need filled
Take Down & Clean Up (2:30 pm): 8 spaces need filled
Other work groups may develop as we proceed but for now we need lots of volunteers
to join us in this exciting, fun-filled opportunity to show and share our generosity to
our community.
Likewise, we need your stuff. We all have stuff, most of us more than we need. It’s
time to clean out those closets, basements, garages, and storage areas and donate that
perfectly good item that you just never use, or have two of, or have outgrown. We are
looking for “gently-used” good (not broken or missing parts) stuff for you to give to
someone who could use it. We’re taking electronics, furniture, music, children’s
clothing, adult’s clothing, kitchenware, items for the yard, tools, books, and a ton
more of your miscellaneous stuff that you just don’t need or use.

Note From the Council President
Hello ACC Friends!
I hope your summer is off to a fantastic start and that you have some
awesome activities, vacations, or even just plans for some refreshing R&R.
First, I want to thank those who were involved with the planning and
execution of the super-fun Sabbatical Kickoff Picnic. It was so great to
connect with those we haven’t seen for awhile, break bread together, and
to celebrate the kickoff to this exciting Sabbatical time for our church. I
know my family and I had a great time, and judging by all the smiles,
laughter, and conversation…..I think all that were there had a fantastic
time as well.
Next, I want to remind you all that the fun is just beginning! The next
activity we have planned is a Storytelling Workshop led by Sue Woods on
July 17th with refreshments and snacks provided. What a great way to
learn how to tell your own story as well as have another way to connect
with others in our ACC family! As you all recall, Pastor Owen’s theme for
his Sabbatical is Storytelling and this is our way, as a congregation, to
walk with him on this journey. I’ll be there and I look forward to seeing
many of you as well!

Finally, I want to remind everyone that we are still looking for a couple of
Council positions….a Secretary and a President-Elect. Both of these are
important positions within the Council and I ask that you please
prayerfully consider volunteering for one of these spots. We are in a time
of great opportunity with a lot of important decisions to be made to
continue moving our church forward and I invite you to consider being a
part of that. If you have any questions at all about what these positions
entail, don’t hesitate to reach out to me or any of the other members of
the Executive Council: Emily Porath, Randy Wehofer, Jim Mann, and
Pastor Alison.
Grace & Peace to you all!
David Rawson
ACC Council President

Pastor Alison's Note
Hello, Church!
Well, we’ve done it! We’ve gotten an entire month through Pastor
Owen’s sabbatical! Look at us go! This is, however, not surprising to
me in the least. We are not only completely capable but able to
have fun in the process too!
We had a wonderful Kickoff Cookout at the beginning of June on a
windy, windy day. That didn’t seem to keep our spirits (or our tent)
down though! There was a bounce house and delicious food from
Smokey D’s. It was delightful to see so many faces and to be able to
eat and fellowship and BE together! What a great event put on by
our Social Life committee!
As we head into July we have more things to look forward to - a
Storytellers Workshop and an iCubs game! Our youth are headed on
a mission “trip” and retreat, camps are still going strong - July will be
a great month! But there is one aspect of this month we’re about to
embark on that I wanted to spend some time on.
For the month of July there will be no meetings.

No meetings?! you may be asking. How are we supposed to get
things done if we don’t have any meetings?! Well, my friends, that’s
the point!
We’re going to take a month to take a breath - to give ourselves
some space - and to participate in our own kind of sabbath
alongside our Senior Pastor. Our church does have a lot of meetings,
some monthly, and some even weekly! But this year especially has
been chock full of meetings - meeting to talk about the CAT
assessment, multiple meetings with different groups of people to
plan Owen’s sabbatical, meetings to figure out what we’re going to
do about Covid and the rapidly changing mandates and
information, meetings to figure out worship, pastoral care, online
worship, the list goes on and on and on! And hear me say - it’s not a
bad thing that we’ve had so many meetings! There has
been a LOT going on, hasn’t there?

So, we’re going to take a breath and we’re going to take a break.
We read in our Creation story that God made the world in 6 days
and on the 7th, God rested. This is where the majority of our sabbath
language comes from and God displays for us the importance of
taking a break, of resting, of breathing. So this year on the 7th
month, as Randy Wehofer so poignantly stated to us in a meeting
(ha!), we’re going to rest too. Resting is not a luxury! It’s
commanded of us!
And my friends, there will always be work to do - always. Which is
why it’s so important to take the time and the space to put things
down, to let things go, so that when we pick them back up again
we’re refreshed, renewed, and have more spaciousness to do the
work we’re called to do.
And that’s what we’re going to do. Put down the load of meetings
so that when we pick them and our work back up again we can
see clearer and can have more energy to do what’s required of us.
So let’s take our time, take our space, and take this gift of rest in this
7th month.
Peace be with you and Christ’s love be within you and shine
through you,
Pastor Alison

Pastor Alison's Youth News
Our youth group (grades 6 - 12) will be on a mission trip at the
beginning of July and will arrive home on July 4th in plenty of
time for fireworks and celebrations! It will be a fantastic week
serving around Des Moines, spending a day at Adventureland, and
then finding their own spaciousness at a retreat center in Ogden.
We can’t wait to tell you all about it when we get home!
A number of our youth will be attending Chi-Rho and CYF camps
this month as well, which is another fun and fulfilling week of the
summer. Please keep all of our campers, counselors, and directors
in your prayers as we give camp a go this summer!

Council Meeting May Kudos
Megan and Alena Serrano and Maya St. Clair for the dance and song solo shown in
worship on May 16, 2021
Those who are on the Sabbatical Planning sprint committee
All of those who have volunteered for those who have helped with youth and
children’s ministry this year
Social Life for the Graduation recognition event on May 16, 2021

Singing in church and being led in song by Bob Brown.
Arnie & Colleen Porath and Chuck & Karen Fausch for cleaning out the garage.
The graduating seniors and all who have helped shepherd them through these
years.

Birthdays

2 Kailee Robinson
6 Linda Clapper
Lucas Neitzel
9 Evan St. Clair
14 Tarah Widaman
15 Mattai Cayton
Sophia Neitzel
17 Erica Channels
19 Chance Schroeder
21 Crystal Ross
Lisa Vroegh
24 Langley Vroegh
26 Maegan Serrano
30 Jackie Black
31 Melissa Serrano

Anniversaries

1 Thomas & Tanya Cox
12 John and Kayla Harris
16 Steve & Georgene
Raver
23 Greg & Sarah Wright
28 Chuck & Karen Fausch

Do you have a Prayer
Request?
If you have a prayer request,
please email Laura Dolley at:
dolley0808@gmail.com

The church continues to operate even in these difficult times. If
you would like to continue (or begin) to contribute to the work
of the church financially, you can mail in a check to
2506 SW 3rd Street, Ankeny, IA 50023
or you can give online by clicking the link below.
There you can set up one time or recurring donations.
Online Giving

Pastor Owen Cayton, Senior Minister

Pastor Alison Nicoll, Associate Minister
Melissa Webb, Office Manager
Ankeny Christian Church
2506 SW 3rd Street
Ankeny, IA 50023
515-964-1083
Visit our website
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